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my respects to elders past, present and emerging.



Gareth (age 9): But whhhhyyyyy does it have to be walking? 

Billie (late 40s): Because that’s what the study is about. 

Gareth: But why walking?

Billie: So, the lady that came to visit us, when you weren’t here, is doing a study 
about families walking together. And if you ride your bike with the GoPro, she won’t 
be able to use it. . . . That’s the way it’s got to be.

Gareth: But what’s the difference between walking and riding? 

Billie: Nothing in your world, mate, but in Susannah’s world, it’s her study.

Gareth: But . . . [starts to sob]

Billie: Okay, I’m not making you walk, you don’t have to come with us, okay? You 
can stay with Daddy. It’s okay. 

Gareth: It’s just that all I want to do is have a go with it. It’s not fair! It’s not fairrrrr! 
[crying]





GoProing assemblages



The “good” participant/researcher 

Billie: …the rule was that he [Gareth] had to walk his bike, that was the 
deal we made.



Emotional and coercive entanglements 

Gareth is trailing behind Billie and Ellie, walking his bike along a shared 
footpath. Billie stops for a moment for him to catch up. 

Gareth: Hmm, I’m sick of walking.

Billie: Well, if you are sick of walking. . . . There are a whole bunch of 
people behind you!

A group of cyclists ride past.

Gareth: I’m walking. [whiny voice]

. . . 

Billie: Are you okay? You’re determined to have it [the GoPro]. 
[chuckles]



Uncomfortable encounters

Rachel (early 40s): Yeah it was a nightmare, people were looking and 
stuff and ummm but it was a bit awkward. And then he [Mike, 5] was 
complaining and wanted to take it off, and then I thought, well what 
can I do with it, it’s not, I’m not going to wear it. I just felt very 
uncomfortable, because people were looking, especially in the chemist, 
and then I think we went to a few shops after that on the recording.



Final reflections

GoProing: 

• a doing

• a becoming

• a less mundane mode of mobility on foot

• a performative way of moving in which multiple subjectivities emerge 
to blur the lines between traditional research categories.
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