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• A key component of the Landscape SA 
reform process

• One of the new Landscape boards to 
replace the Adelaide and Mount Lofty 
Ranges (AMLR) NRM board

• Seeking new and innovative approaches 
for greening, cooling and making a more 
liveable urban landscape

• Initiated to meet challenges of climate 
change and urban density

• Intention to attact a high level, strategic 
and influential board – but also with an 
understanding of grassroots concerns 
and issues to ensure the organisation can 
deliver on practical outcomes



• Focus on communities of interest; 
nevertheless, will continue to use 
a “hills to sea” approach.

• Predominantly metropolitan area 
- allows strategic focus on urban 
environment.

• Boundaries remain tentative –
Playford in the north to 
Onkaparinga (part) in the south.

• Incorporates the coastal and 
marine environments.



Conservation, restoration & resilience - promotes, protects and conserves 
biodiversity, and insofar as is reasonably practicable, supports and 
encourages the restoration or rehabilitation of ecological systems and 
processes that have been lost or degraded, and promotes the health of 
ecosystems so that they are resilient in the face of change

Education and knowledge - provides educational initiatives and provides 
support mechanisms to strengthen the skills, knowledge and capacity of 
people to sustainably manage natural resources

Capacity building to act - supports initiatives or action to facilitate the 
increased capacity of people to engage in processes under this Act, 
including through the provision of information relevant to the protection, 
enhancement or management of landscapes.

Washpool Lagoon Restoration works 2019

Relevant provisions from draft Landscape Act







Current arrangements

• DEW delivers the Coast Protection Board’s (CPB) Adelaide Living 
Beaches Strategy

• The strategy specifies coastal protection (beach and dune buffers) 
and beach amenity between Kingston Park and Outer Harbor

• Local government undertakes day-to-day care, control and 
management of the coast

• CPB, AMLR and DEW work in partnership with local government, 
eNGOs, and community groups

Issues/challenges

• Adelaide’s beach are naturally erosive and need ongoing active 
management to be retained

• Funding limitations have led to increased risks to development in 
some areas e.g. West Beach

• Need for an updated metropolitan coastal management strategy

Opportunities

• Leverage “New life for our coastal environment” election 
commitment to achieve GA’s biodiversity goals

• CPB and DEW partner with GA, local government and others to 
deliver improved ecological benefits from beach management



Green Adelaide opportunities

• Opportunity to lead a unified focus on the management of 
our coastal and marine environments through connecting 
and balancing environmental and recreational values.

• Build on the great work being achieved already by DEW, 
AMLR and local government.

• Requires an integrated approach and significant 
partnerships with community groups and local 
government.

• Dedicated resources and effort will also be needed for 
protecting our coastline against sea level rise.

• Provide educational initiatives and increase awareness and 
understanding of our coastal environment.

• Supports initiatives or action that facilitate people’s 
capacity to engage.



New life for our coastal environment

• The metropolitan coast faces many challenges and the government’s New life for our 
coastal environment commitment aims to deliver practical outcomes - while also 
developing longer term management measures to protect and enhance South 
Australia’s coastal habitat as it adapts to a changing climate. 

• There is an opportunity to integrate urban coastal management through a ‘hills to sea’ 
catchment approach that connects both the environmental and recreational values of 
coastlines. 

• The government’s commitment is to increase funding for and undertake research and 
development associated with sand replenishment on metropolitan beaches, restore 
seagrasses, establish wetlands around stormwater harvesting schemes and establish 
artificial reefs.

• It will do this through partnerships and building on existing programs.



New commitments - new life for our coastal 
environment

The country’s largest-ever seagrass restoration project 

is starting along Adelaide’s metropolitan coast. The $1 

million project will contribute to re-establishing 

seagrass meadows off Adelaide’s metropolitan coast 

between Glenelg and Semaphore.

$1 million to work in partnership with local councils to 

limit stormwater run-off filled with sediment and 

pollutants from entering Gulf St Vincent. 

$1.2 million to establish new reef/s for environmental 

and economic benefits. DEW has partnered with The 

Nature Conservancy to deliver this work.



Securing the future of our coastline 
strategy
A strategy to keep sand on Adelaide’s beaches for recreation, 

amenity and protection purposes.

Key elements:

• Replenish southern and central beaches with sand to maintain 

the sandy foreshore and protect coastal infrastructure.

• Recycle sand from north to south using a pipeline system.

• Bring sand from outside  sources. 

• Adelaide’s metropolitan beaches are South Australia’s most-

visited public land, with over 9 million visits each year –

therefore crucial to the health of our population to manage our 

beaches.



Blue Carbon Strategy

• Currently scoping suitable project sites and 
methodologies

• Restoration of blue carbon sites

• Habit retreat feasibility & tidal restoration

• Living Shorelines - community action

•Opportunities in Dry Creek Saltfields and                
Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary for blue carbon 
projects.

Saltfield tidal reconnection photo Jason Quinn DEW



Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Region

• Protecting the coast through community education with volunteer support

• A major part of coast and estuary conservation work involves revegetating degraded areas 
with local native plants, controlling invasive pests and fencing to minimise impacts.

• Coastal Gardens guide is tailored for metropolitan Adelaide and its outer regions 
(Middleton to Mallala) and provides step-by-step advice on selecting, planting and caring 
for local native coastal plants

• Land-based impacts to marine habitats such as reefs and seagrass meadows, include 
nutrients and sediments from stormwater, wastewater and industrial discharges, are 
managed.

• Mapping and managing diverse habitats underneath the water. 

• Natural Resources AMLR works with scientists, multiple government agencies and other 
organisations to find ways of improving reef and seagrass ecosystem health in the region

• Threatened shorebirds are monitored and managed such as Hooded Plovers and Little 
Penguins



AMLR Coastal On ground delivery
Coastal Action Plans
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Conservation Officer 
Warrick Barnes 

Hosted Adelaide Plains Council 

Metro Coastal 

Conservation Officer
Matt Endacott

Hosted City of Holdfast Bay

Fleurieu Coastal 

Conservation Officer
Corey Jackson 

Hosted DC Yankalilla



• Threatened Species & Communities
• Endemic Species and Communities 
• Biodiversity 
• Significant Bird habitat 
• Significant Reptiles and Amphibian habitat
• Significant Butterfly habitat
• Focal Species 
• Visual Amenity 

• Vegetation Patch Metrics 

• size & fragmentation 

• Heritage (Aboriginal and European) 

NRM Coastal Action Plan
Conservation Value Assessment

High

Medium

Low

Legend



Issue Proposed action Priority Key players

Reef, 
Seagrass

Sediments and 
nutrients from 
stormwater

Examination of alternatives to 
reduce/eliminate stormwater
Support Council initiatives already 
underway

High Council / NRM

Reef, 
Seagrass

Sediments and 
nutrients from 
Willunga Creek

Continue support for catchment 
revegetation in Willunga Creek

Medium Council / Community / NRM

Reef, 
Seagrass

Sediments from cliff 
top erosion

Continue support for Council Cliff 
Stability Program

High Council / CPB

Reef Anchor damage Explore potential for deployment of 
permanent mooring(s) at the drop-off 
area of Aldinga Reef

Medium PIRSA Fisheries (and DEWNR if 
the existing aquatic reserve is 
encompassed by a proposed 
sanctuary zone within the 
Encounter Marine Park)

Reef Anchor damage Develop a code of conduct for anchoring 
(e.g., encourage anchoring on shallow 
part of reef where algal habitats occur or 
away from reef on adjacent sand rather 
than directly on drop-off where delicate 
sessile invertebrates occur)

Medium PIRSA Fisheries (and DEWNR if 
the existing aquatic reserve is 
encompassed by a proposed 
sanctuary zone within the 
Encounter Marine Park)

Snapper Point

Prioritising actions for near shore environments

Bryars, S. (2013) Nearshore marine habitats of the AMLR: values, threats and actions. 

Report to AMLRNRMB



An exciting opportunity to 

build on the work already 

undertaken by NRM, 

Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary 

and 

Marine Parks, 

E-NGOs and community to 

engage people with and 

increase stewardship of 

Adelaide’s 

“Big Blue Backyard” 



Learnings for the future – priorities

While significant - coastal management is more than 
infrastructure protection and beach management.

Holistic coastal management principles include:

• biota and habitat protection 

• Protection of native vegetation (e.g. seagrass), native 
animals and other native organism ( e.g. marine life); and 
ecosystems.

• provides for educational initiatives

• supports initiatives or action to facilitate the increased 
capacity of people to engage.




